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juſtified, and not by Faith only. 


We H E Author of this epiſtle was 
55 1 James the ſon of Alpheus, 


one of the twelve apoſtles, 


undo the circumciſic on, Gal, 
11. 9. therefore we find it directed to the 


twelve tribes ſcattered abroad, ver. 1. i. e. 


ſuch of the twelve tribes as had embrac- 
ed chriſtianity, who, by the providence 
of God were ſcattered abroad from 
Jeruſalem, and had formed chriſ- 


tian ſocieties in different parts of the 


World. 

By reading this epiſtle, we find how 
early Satan began to ſow his rares a- 
mongſt the wheat of Gop, and to bring 


the accurſed weeds of Antinomianiſm in- 


to the vineyard of the holy JIxsus: one 
grand deſign of this e le was to root 
theſe up, to reprove be believing Jews 
for their degeneracy, both in faith and 


manners, and to prevent the ſpreading 


of thoſe libertine doctrines which threat- 


ened the deſtruction of all practical god- 
lineſs, This is more eſpecially the ſcope 


of this chapter from ver. 14 to the end. 
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This bleſſed ſcripture, given by in- 8 
ſpiration of Gon, and profitable, for | 
inſtruction, as it is plain to the diligent and 
attentive, lo it is dark and hard to be un- 


reader: hence ſome,” whoſe. carnal hearts 
could not bear the reproofs they have met 
with herein, have endeavoured to diſpute 
its authority; others have been unable to 
reconcile the words of our text with that 
plain concluſion of St. Paul, Rom. iii. 28. 
Therefore we conclude that a man is juſti- 
fed by faith wi thout the deeds of the lam; 
others again have brought the words of 
our apoſtle in direct oppoſition to that fun- 
damental truth of the goſpel, juſtification 
by faith only; little thinking that by oppo- 
ſing ſcripture to ſcripture, ſo as to make 
them contradict each other, they are, ſo 
far as in them lies, deſtroyi ying all ſcripture; 
It muſt be allowed, that both ſides of 
a. contradiction cannot be true, and that 
it is a contradiction to ſay, we are juſtified 
by works, and not by faith only, and that 
we are juſtified by faith without works, is 
too evident to be deny'd, ſuppoſing every 
word in each propoſition hath but one 
ſenſe, therefore the ſame in the one as in 
the other: except there be an ambiguity 
in the ſame term, St. Paul, and St. James 


(4) 

de contradict each other, which cannot 
Be, ſaith the learned and pious Richard 
Hooker in his diſcourſe of Juſtification. 
The way to reconcile theſe two apoſtles, 
is to look for the ambiguity, to find out 
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where it lies; and thus to ſhew, that in- 


ſtead of contradicting each other, they 
both are contending for the faith once de- 
livered to the ſaints; it will then ap- 
pear, that St. James denies a man 
can be juſtified by a dead faith, which 


St. Paul never affirms, and St, Paul 


affirms, that a man is juſtified by a 
living faith, which St James never de- 
mes; and ſo inſtead of obſcuring, they 


each contribute to throw light upon that 


intereſting point, the juſtiſcation of a Vn. 
ner in the fight of God. 


But that this may be fully anderſtood, 1 


1 ſhall endeavour to explain the matter 
more at large: and this will be beſt done 


by conſidering the meaning of the term, 


Juſtified, for there lies the ambiguity. 

2dly, How it is uſed in ſcripture. I. 
To denote the meritorious cauſe thereof, 
Which is Chriſt, II. The inftruniental 
eauſe, which is faith — and then it will 
appear, that the juſtification Paul ſpeaks 
of is to be referred to theſe, whereas that 
in the text is to be underſtood in a decla- 
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20 rative ſenſe, as will be evident when we 


conſider how frequently the word juſtifi- 
ed occurs in this ſenſe in ſcripture, and 
the examples, inſtances, and arguments 
which we find in the contekt. 

Laſtly, we will obſerve that in every 
perſon that is juſtified, theſe three parti- 


culars concur, and that no perſon 1s juſ- 


tified, in Paul's ſenſe, that 1s not alfo 
in the ſenſe. of our text, which will 
introduce ſome practical erent es from 
the whole. 

And, firſt, the word juſtify is ; clearly 
a forenſic term, taken from the pro- 
ceedings in a court of juſtice : perſons 
tried at a bar, are either pronounced in- 


nocent or guilty ; the firſt are ſaid to be 


juſtified, the ſecond condemned. This ap- 
pears evidently to be the meaning of the 
word Juſti ed, as it ſtands in direct op- 
poſition to the word condemn ; it ſignifies. 


to acquit of guilt, to abſolve, to pronounce 


one righteous, juſt and innocent, Deut. xxv. 
I. If there be à controverſy between men, 
and they come unto judgment, that the 
Judges may judge them ; then they ſtall 
Jaſtify che r3ghteous, and condemn the WICk= 


ed. Prov. xvii. 15. He that juſtifieth the 


wicked, and be that condemneth the juſt, 


even the 'y both are an abomination unto the 
A3 


Nes 8 r — . 2 — 
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Tord. Now, whenever a perſon is ac- 
cCuſed and tried, he muſt be accuſed and 


tried upon ſome law he is ſuppoſed to 
have broken; for where there is no law, 
there can be no tranſgreſſion. What is the 
law a finner hath broken, upon what 
law muſt he be arraigned and tried? | 


the law of Gop. Now, as we are all 


finners, and have broken Gop's law, 
what muſt become of us if we plead the 
law in our defence can we be juſtified 
thereon ? certainly not : or what muſt 
become of us, if we are without any thing 
to plead ? what remains for us, but the 
grievous penalty of everlaſting death! ſee- 


ing it is the judge of all the earth, before 


whom we ſtand, and He hath juſt now 
told us in his word, he that ſuſti eth the 
wicked is an abomination unto Him, It 
is clear then He cannot juſtify us upon 
account of any thing that is in us; for 
even our. beſt works are ſo full of, and 
mixed with corruption, that if we were 
to offer them in our defence, we ſhould 
only make bad worſe. No, the word 


of Gon declares, that all the world is un- 


der fin, and therefore every mouth muſt 
„ Td hes 

But, further, the law of Gop hath a 
promiſe annexed to the keeping it, the 
man that doth theſe things ſhall tive by them. 


_—_]} 
Now the life here promiſed to the ſinleſs 
obſervance of the law, (I ſay ſinleſs ob- 
ſervance ; for whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all, James ii. 10.) is life eter- 
nal; therefore if we had kept the law, 
we ſhould have, by virtue of the pro- 
miſe, an abſolute right- to life : this 
right to life is alſo to be conſidered as be- 


. longing to a juſt perſon, as the forfeiture 


and loſs of it is to be looked upon as part 
of the condemnation of the guilty : but 
judgment 7s. come upon all men to condem- 
nation ; therefore the ſentence upon this 
condemnation implies a privation of hap- 
pineſs, as well as an infliction of the heavi- 
eft pains and penalties, both on body and 
foul. The former is indeed neceſſarily in- 


cluded in the latter. 


Moreover, we muſt obſerve, that the 
ſource of all our guilt, and the foundation 
of all our miſery, is the dreadful ſinful- 
neſs of every man by nature; being fal- 


len from Gov, and having a carnal mind 


that is enmity againſt God, which is not 


* Hect to the law of God, neither indeed 


can be, Rom. vill. 7. 


If theſe things are ſo, and that they are 


ſo the word of Gop declares, how can we 


be accounted righteous, * and juſt before 


* 


Gop, ſo as not only to eſcape the penalty 
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68) 
threatened, but deſerve the rewards. gh 
miſed under the law? © 


Whenſoever a perſon is acquitted. or 
juſtified, there muſt be ſome caule, ſome 
meritorious cauſe, i. e. ariſing out of the 
merits of his caſe, upon account of which 


he is juſtified, or pronounced righteous. 


Me muſt therefore look out for ſome me- 
74torious cauje of our juſtification in the 


light of Gop : where ſhall we go to find 
it—to our hearts? Alas | Gop declares 


that the heart is deceitful above all things, 


and deſperately wicked, Jer. xvii. 9, That 


the imagination of the thoughts of man's 
beart is only evil continually, Gen vi. 5. 


and again, Gen. vi. 21. the imagination 


of man's heart is evil from his youth. Shall 


we go to our words? out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, 
therefore as the heart is corrupt, as 


the fountain head 1s impure, ſo are the 
ſtreams that flow therefrom : hence it is 
that St. James faith c. 3. v. 6. 7he tongue is 


a fire, a world of iniquity, it defileth the 


whole body, and ſetteth on fire the courſe of 


of nature, and it is ſet on fire of hell. By 


our words ve ſhall be juſtified, and by our 
words we ſhall be condemn'd, ſaith the 
Lord; Matt. xii. 37. Vea, for every idle 
word (much more for every more griev- 
 oully ſinful word) ſhall men give an ac- 
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count in the day of judgment ; who then 
will dare to put the iſſue of their eternal 
life and death on the fruit of their lips ? 
mall we appeal to our actions for our in- 
nocence? Alas! when we conſider the 
holy requirements of the law ; as touch- 
ing the very beſt of our doings, we muſt 


2 in the language of the * leper, Lev. 


' Xill. 45. Unclean ! Unclean l 


Seeing then that as concerning our 


thoughts, words, and works, we are 


 ſenners exceedingly before the Lord, there 
can be no meritorious cauſe in ourſelves 
of our juſtification; and it is plain that St. 
James in the words of our text could 
never mean that we are juſtified i. e. ju- 
dicially pronounced innocent and righte- 
dus, by, or 
have the leaſt idea of them as the meri- 
1 Gol, cauſe of a ſinner's juſtification before 


upon account of, our works, or 


Whither can a ſinner fly ? Dan 


| muſt either ſee cauſe to juſtify him, or 
muſt condemn him everlaſtingly. Here 
then comes in the obedience unto death 


of the Lord Jeſus, the ſurety for guil- 


ty ſouls, who took the dreadful debt 
upon himſelf, who his den ſelf bare 


our fins in his own body on the tree, J Pet. 


| bi, 24. Iſ. liii. The Father laid on bim 


1 | 
the i iniguities of us all, be 'was wounded for 
ar tranſgreſſions, was brut ſed: for cur ini 
gquities, the chaſiiſement of bur peace ua 
upon him, and by. bis ſtripes wwe are bealed, 
he paid the debt to law and juſtice to the t 

uttermoſt, his active and paſſive obedi- x 
.ence fulfilled the law, anſwer'd all its 1 
demands, and merited, not only the par- i 
don of fin, and exemption from. puniſh- | 
ment, but all the bleſſings of time and 
eternity which were annexed to the ful- 
filling the law); the obedience of our Lord ; 
Was not only meritorious, but infinitely me- F 
ritorious, he ſuffer'd as man, he merited , 

t 


as God, for he was and is God and man 

in one Chriſt, therefore he magnified tie 

lau and made it honourable, beyond all 

the obedience of men and angels, ſuppo- j 

ang they had kept it without one failure. 

The 9 — of Chriſt unto death, | 

is therefore the only meritorious cauſe of 

Juſtification, and in this view, as relating 

to the meritorious cauſe, all that are juſti> 

fied, are juſtified by Chriſt only, without 

any of their own works precedent or ſub- 

ſequent. In this ſenſe St. Paul uſed: the 

word juſtified, Acts. xiii. 39, By HIM 

ell that Leave are juſtiſied from all things 

| from which. ye could not be e le 7 \ 
the law of Moſes. 2 8 
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for But Paul ſays in other places that we 


ini. 


are juſtified by faith, now here is a plain 
war ambiguity in the term ju/tified, for Chriſt 
and aith are not one and the ſame 

ching!; how then can we reconcile the a- 
poſtſe Paul with himſelf, when he faith 
in one place Ve are juſtified by Chrift, 
2 another we are juſtified by. faith? 
this can only be done, by having re- 


courſe. to the plain chſtinction which the. 


ſcriptures afford us, in conſidering Chriſt 
as the meritorious cauſe, and faith as the 
inſtrumental ca 25 or that by which the 


meritorious cauſe is apply d unto: us, ſo 


that we are benefited thereby. 


I will illuſtrate this by a Ce Wer Ft 


ſtance. It is uſual to ſay ſuch an houſe 
is very light, becauſe it hath many win- 
dows : now'this is ſpeaking very impro- 


perly if we conſider the windows as the 


efficient cauſe of light in the houſe, the 
ſun is the efficient cauſe of the light, not 
the windows, they are the inſtrumental 
cauſe, or that thro' which the light paſ- 
ſeth : ſo to ſay we are juſtified by faith, 


means no more than to ſay that faith is that 
window, which the ſpirit of God opens in 
the heart of a ſinner, thro' which, the light 


of Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſs paſſeth, 
in all its ſaving and beneficial influences; 
bometbing like this, is the apoſtle's manner 


VI n 


the light of Chriſt out of the heart; theſe 
are ordinary means which the god of this 


tion before Gop, yet we are not actually 
juſtified, till He is received into the heart 


112 
of ſpe peaking. 2 Cor iv. 6, For God 8 | 
commanded the | light. to ſhine out of darks 
neſi, bath ſhined in our hearts to give tbe 
hight of the inowledge of the glory of God, | 

u the face of. Feſus Chriſt, He had be⸗ 
Giri Gate the rejecters of the goſpel. k 


our gojpel be hid, it is bid to them that are 
loft, in whom the God of this world hath. 


8 the like image ver. 3, 4. But Al 


| Blinded 'the minds of them which believe 


not, wg the light us of i the _—_ 2 7 


— which the _ al ſhiny into the | 
heart, and enables the ſinner to diſcern the: 
glory of the Saviour: carnal reaſon, and 
the wiſdom of this world too often keep 


world makes uſe of, to ſhut out the light 
of the goſpel ; hence it is, that we ſee ſo 
many learned men in other things, utter 
fools in the things of God, and inſtead :: 
of being humble believers, are proud 
infidels: but it is faith only by which 
we can be enlightened; therefore though 
the Lord Jeſus hath merited our juſtifica» | 


by faith, and reſted on, and truſted:in; | 
as the whole meritorious cauſe of our juſ= | 


( 13) 2 

T aficition ; and this is the ſenſe in which 
e are to underſtand the ſcriptures which 
tell us, we are juſtified by faith. 
/ - Having ſeen that there is an ambi 
in the term Juſtiſied, and ab od ond 
| where the ambiguity lies, namely, in its 
7 pong denoting our being accounted 

righteous before Gop, in reſpect of Chriſt 
as the meritorious cauſe, ſometimes in re- 
ſpect of our faith as the inſirumental cauſe, 
nothing remains for us to obſerve further 
4 on theſe two different views of the word 
_ | Juſtified, than that in both, our works 
are utterly excluded, they have no ſhare 
in either caſe, nor can we contend that 
they have, without overthrowing the whole 
eb plan of Redemption; for we can alledge 
hi ; no reaſon for Chriſt's becoming a ſavi- 
w = our to us, but his own infinite love 
got and compaſſion towards a wretched, un- 
done race of ſinners; neither can we 
ad | aſſign any reaſon, why faith ſhould juſtify 
= | inſtrumentally, but that which St. Paul 
= ich gives, Rom. iv. 16. J is of faith that it 
might be by grace, and 1 Cor. i. 29. that 
10 feb ſhould glory in his preſence: the 
* whole is of. mere grace and favour, ut- 
terly excluſive of man's righteouſneſs in 
55 every ſenſe, ſhape and degree; wherefore 


riſt is called the gift of Cod John ti, 
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16. and iv. 10. Faith is alſo the gift of 


God, Phil. i. 29. and the juſtification of 
a ſinner is the free gift of God, Rom. v. 
18. And if it be by grace then it is no more 


of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace: 


But if it be of works then is it no more grace, 
otherwiſe work is no more work. Rom. xi. 6. 
In order therefore to find any analogy 
between theſe words and thoſe of our text, 
wherein we are told, a man is uſtified by 
works and not by faith only, we muſt have 
recourſe to a farther explanation of the 


word ſuſtified, and ſhew, that here it nei- 


— 
© 
us. 

"= 

7 

br 

ay 

P 

* 

2 

4 

1 


ther reſpects the meritorious cauſe, nor the 


inſtrumental cauſe of the juſtification of 


our perſons in the fight of God, for with 


either of theſe, works cannot be joined, 


without contradicting the reſt of God's 


word, +50 

In the third place, therefore, let us 
obſerve that the word Fuſtified,: is here 
uſed in a declarative ſenſe, a ſenſe it is 
often uſed in by the ſacred writers; thus 
we muſt underſtand the word when it is 
applied to Gov, as Pf. li. 4. That thou 


migbteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeadeſt, and 
clear when thou judgeſt, 1. e. declared to 


be juſt and righteous in all thy judgments 


and ways. So Luke vii. 29. And all the 


1 cople and {be publicans juſtified Ged, | How. 
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: ſo? why declaratively, by approving our 
Lord's words and actions, and openly teſ- 
| tifying their belief of the truth and faith- 
fulneſs of Gop, in fulfilling the ſcripture, 
buy ſending the promiſed Meſſiah into the 
world, and as an evidence that they 
thus zu/iified Gor, they were baptized 


with the baptiſm of John, Fuſtified in this 
declarative ſenſe, ſignifies to acknowledge 
a thing or perſon to be juſt and good, and 
to vindicate from the unjuſt imputations 
of the wicked, as Mat. xi. 19. Wiſdom is 
juſtified of ber children. . 

So Iſ. I. 8. our Lord ſaith, He is near that 


| juſtifieth me, this ſcripture was fulfilled, Mat. 


iii. 17, when the voice from heaven ſaid, 


. This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed ; and Mat. xvii. 5, This is my wwell- 


beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, 
bear ye Him. This is a declarative juſti- 


fication of our Lord, a vindication of his 


innocence againſt the calumnies of his 
enemies, | Z 
So Chriſt is ſaid to be juſtiſied in or by 
the ſpirit, 1 Tim. iii. 16. an explanation 
of which, according to the ſenſe I am 
contending for, lies ready to view, Rom. 


Ii. 4. where we are told, He was declared 


| to be the Son of God with power, accord- 


ing to the ſpirit of bolineſs, by the reſur- 


rection rom the dead. 
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So in our text, a man is Juſtiſed by | 
Forks, i. e. declaratively, he is declared 
by his works to be a true believer. And 
that this is the ſenſe of the paſſage ap- 
pears from the ſcope and deſign of the 


epiſtle, wherein it is clear St. James did 


not intend to deſcribe the way of Juſtifi- 


cation, but to lead us to the knowledge 


of the genuine fruits and certain effects 


of it, againſt thoſe who ſet up a deviliſh 
and dead faitb, in the place of a divine and 
living principle. This alſo ap- 


pears from the examples, inſtances, and 


arguments, which we find in the context. 


The firſt example brought by the a- b 


poſtle, to illuſtrate his poſition, that a 
man is juſtiſied by works, is that of Abra- 
ham. St. Paul produces him as a proof 
of a ſeemingly direct contrary poſition, 
that a man is Juſtiſed by faith without 
avorks, Rom. iv. 3, 4, 5,6. Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him for righ- 
teouſneſs. Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but beheveth 
on Him that juſiifieth the ungodly, his faith 


is counted-for righteou/neſs. Even as Da- 


wid alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man 


unto whons God imputeth righteauſneſs with | 
As 


8 — P 
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8 
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be true and real, by thoſe fruits. 2 


('r7 7) 
How then can we reconcile the apoſ- 
0 des one with the other? by conſulting 
the word of Gop, no other way; and 


here we ſhall find that St. Paul i 5 ſpeak- 


ing of the juſtification of Abraham in the 


| fight of Gop by his faith, therefore cites! 


Sen. xv. 6. And he Jelivved the Lord, 


and He counted it to him for righteouſneſs. 
80 that 7hen he was actually a juſtified 
perſon before Gop, When was this, in 
' what period of Abraham's life? not when 
he offered up his ſon, but abovetwentyyears 
before that ſon was born : St. James ſays 
de was juſtified by works when he offered 
ub his ſon: how clear is it then that 
the word juſtified muſt be underſtood. 
here in this declarative ſenſe? as if 
the apoſtle had ſaid, Abraham was de- 
clared to be a true and ſound believer 
by what he did. We fee bow faith 
wrought with his works; for he did that 
which was demonſtrably the effect of a 
ſtrong faith, and by works was faith made 
perfect, i. e. declared to be true, ſaving, 
ſtedfaſt: and the ſcripture was fulfilled 
which faith, Abrabam believed God, and 
it was counted to him for reghteouſneſs, i. e. 
this juſtification of Abrahanvs perſon a- 
bove twenty years before, was proved to 
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cei ved the meſſengers, and had ſent them 
eut another way, 1. e. ſhe was then de- 


that the Lord bath given you the land; and 


in the Lord God of Iſrael, and believed 


(48 


the power of living faith in his heart pro- 


duced, more eſpecially when under the 
great trial of offering up his ſon: this is 
mentioned, not as if it was the only proof 
Abraham gave of his faith, but as the 
grand event of his life, which proved his 
faith to be ſtrong and real, beyond all o- 
thers, and that he was ſo united to Gop | 
7 won. as to be truly called the friend of 


33 YI PF, 31 440 >», SLE OR CINE | 


tions is Rahab the harlot, /e was juſtiſied 


by her works; when? when ſhe had re- 


clared to be a true believer by her actions: 
but ſhe was a believer, conſequently a a 
juſtified perſon in the fight of Gop, be- 
fore ever the ſpies came to her; if not, 
how came ſhe to receive them, and cor- 
ceal them from the purſuers ? why did 
not ſhe betray them? ſhe tells us why, 
Joh. ii. 9. She ſaid unto the men I knew * 


ver. 11. The Lord yaur God, He is God 
in beaven above, and in earth beneath. 


From whence we learn that ſhe believed 


4 


as firmly that the promiſe of the land of 
Canaan ſhould be fulfilled to the ſeed of? 
Abraham, as Abraham did himſelf : this 


4 


(19) = 
ro- ber actions fully declared, when at the 
the hazard of her own life, ſhe received the 
s is Ifraelitiſh ſpies, concealed them, and ſent 
them forth in ſafety; ſhe then declared 


J ' herſelf to be a true * TRANG by the works 
his of faith: fo that St. James is here to be 
| O= underſtood, as ſaying, that Rahab, as well 


d of © clarative Juſtification. 
The inſtances the apoſtle mentions, all 
en- tend to ſtrengthen and enforce this me- 


fied | method of interpretation of the word 74 
re- | tified in this place, ver. 14. What doth it 
hem | profit, though a man ſay he hath faith, and 
de- | hath not works ? can faith ſave him ? i. e. 


ons: | ſuch a faith as hath not works, as is not 
y a productive of the fruits of the ſpirit in the 
be- | heart and life? is this ſaving faith? cer- 
not, tain'y not; for ſuch a faith wants the e- 
on- vidence of its being true and real, and 
did nothing but true faith can ſave. ver. 15. 
vhy, Fa brother or ſiſter be naked and deſtitute 
new ® of daily food, and one of you ſay unto them, 
and | depart in peace, be ye warmed, and filled, 
God | notwithſlanling ve give them not thoſe things 


ath. | which are needful for the body, what doth 
eved | it frofit ? Even ſo faith, if it hath not 


eved } works, is dead, being alone, By which 
d of inſtance we are taught, that a dead faith, 
7 which reſts only in ipeculation, can do the 
chis ſoul. no more good, than a few fair 
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as Abraham, was an example af this de- 


MD. 
Wo 
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( 20 1 | 
ſpeeches would do a poor naked beggar, # 
he would itill be hungry and naked, not- 
withſtanding theſe ; ſo the ſoul is ſtill left 
miſerable and poor and blind and naked 1 
before Gop, that has nothing but a dead, 
unprofitable, unfruitful profeſſion of faith: 
v. 48. Yea, a man may ſay, thou haſt faith, 
and I have works; ; be ao me thy faithwithout | 
thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith 
by my works ; thou believeſt there is one 
God; thou doſt well ; the devils believe and x 
tremble. By this we may learn, that there 
is no proving our Juſtification to others, 
but by our works: a man may aſk me 
for a proof of my faith, how can I give 
it him ? I may tell him I have faith, but 
I cannot prove to him that I have faith, i 
but by the works of faith; and if my % 
faith doth not produce the proper fruits, 
it is no better than the devil's faith; he i 
could ſay, I know Thee who Thou art, the 
iy One of God, Mark i. 24. Jeſus I 
know, Acts xix. 15. yet he is but a 
devil ſtill; and we have no ſcripture 1 
teſtimony of our being any other than the 
devil's children, unleſs we evidence and 
declare the truth of our faith by fhewing 
forth the genuine fruits and works of 1 
faith. All this the apoſtle confirms ver. 
20. Wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
| faith without works is dead? and again, 


ar, 
Ot- 


left 


wel 
ad, 
th: 
ith, 


out | 


. ( 21 ) 
ver. 26. As the body without the ſpirit is 
nead, fo faith without works is dead alſo. 


From all which it is evident, that the 
99504 by ſaying in our text, that a man 
us not juſtified by faith only, means, that 
a man cannot be proved, " demonſtrated, 
Beclared to be a Juſtified perſon, by any 
ther way, than by a manifeſtation of the 


1th reality and life of his faith, in its fruits, 


effects, and proper works: ſo that in- 


ead of there being any diſagreement be- 


] ween St. James, "and St. Paul, the one 


ith juſt the ſame as the other. St. Paul 


Faith, That the true faith, by which a 
inner is Juſtified, i. e. abſolved, pardon- 
ed, pronounced righteous before Gop, is 
that which worketh by love, Gal. v. 6. 
St. James in this chapter proves the ſame 


ing, only in different words ; and there 
no more contradiction, vi when in 


the XIth article of our church, we read, 
% That we are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merits of Chriſt, and 
dot for our works and deſervings. And 


the XIIth article, Good works are 


t e fruits of faith, and follow after juſti- 


cation, whereby a true and lively faith 
8 as evidently known, as a tree is diſcerned 
Dy its fruits.” Now, would any one ſeek 
Fruit without firſt planting the tree? and 
when the tree is planted, if it bear no 
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fruit, is it not a proof that the tree if 
dead? whereas if it bring forth good fruif 
tis a good tree. However, the fruit don 


alive: ſo works don't juſtify us (eithef 
as the meritorious or inſtrumental cauſq; 


By CuRIST only are we meritoriouſiy Jul 


by works and not by faith only, are we 
. declarattively juſtified before men ang 
* | 


ing this important ſcripture, muſt neceſſ 
farly make me very ſhort in the infer 


Iſt. we may learn from hence, that wi 
can have no certain evidence of thi 


ſurety that we are juſtified in this threey 
fold ſenſe of the word, meritoriouſly by 
Chriſt, inſtrumentally by faith, and declal 


of faith: the reſting in a notion of faitlſ n 


(22) 


make the tree alive, but proves it to bi 


in the fight of Gop) but our works} 
which ſpring from faith, do prove tha 


we are juſtified; and in this ſenſe we ar 


juſtified by works, and not by faith onhg 


tified, and by faith only are we n/frug 
mentally juſtified in the fight of God, buy 


The length of time taken up in explain | 
ences to be drawn from the whole. Buff 


ſafety of our ſtate, unleſs we know of | 


ratively by works, which are the fruif 


without the life and practice of faith, ca 
give us no ſcriptural ground of hope to 


wards Gop, a2dly, we my abound if | 


j „ 3 
mat we ourſelves, or others call good 
Yorks, we may give all our goods to feed 
e poor, and ourgbodies to be burned, and 
yet periſh everlaſtingly, unleſs theſe things 
Þroceed from Chriſt received into the 
oul by faith, working in us a conformity 
t his own image, and now become the 
Þring and motive of all we do : till this is 
The caſe, we can do no work that is good 


ay not be led to read the ſcripture 
. by halves; but with humbleneſs of mind 
And fervent prayer, exerciſe yourlſelves 
Haily therein; until having drank deeply 
pf this well-ſpring of life, you are enabled 
o ſee the glorious conformity of one part 
ff revelation with another, and are ready 
Þ/ways to give a true ſcriptural anſwer to 
very man, that asketh you a reaſon of the 
FRY UL that is in you, with meekneſs and fear. 
4 Beware both of men and books, how- 
* Fver recommended to you, that in any 
Fr | iſe oppoſe the doctrine of free pardon and 
eliverance from fin, both in its con- 
by os lemning and reigning power, by Fal TR 
P q (ÞNLY : the .apoſtle Paul has pronounced 
* Yide Art. xii, Rom xiv. 23. J If, XV. 22. 
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they were angels from heaven, Gal. i. 


; their : gaiuſa 11 5 f 


as tending to lead you into a legal ſpirit. 


awe keep bis commandments. He that ſaith. 


(24) 
2 rn curſe upon them all; yea, cho 


8, 9. Therefore, as you love your ſouls, 


beware of. WED, 10 "you alſo Feri in 


Beware allo of thoſe who Gould perſu ile | 


you, you can' be chriſtians without holineſs; 


and that if you do but give an outward, bare 
aſſent, to ſome certain propoſitions con- 
cerning Chriſt, you have ſaving faith; for- 
bidding you to- ſearch after the fruits and 
evidences of faith in your hearts and lives, ; 


In anſwer to ſuch, let me leave yu N 


with an apoſtolic admonition upon your | 
minds; and may the Spirit of Gop fix it 


eyer on your hearts! Examine yourſelves 


whether ye be in the fatth; prove your dan 


ſelves; know ye not your own ſelves,. that | 
Fefus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repos 
bates? 2 Cor. xiit. 5 Hear alfo the 4i- 


ſoiple, whom Zeſus loved, 1 John ii. 3, 4. | 
| 


Hereby we know that we know Him, if 


T know Him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is q lar, and the truth is not in 
him. And again, F ye know that he is 


| righteous, Je kncw'every one that doth righ- 


teouſneſs is born th Him, 1 we ii. £4 


